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Key People
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I. W.E.B Du Bois 

a. “In 1895, he became the first African American to earn a Ph.D. from Harvard 

University” 

b. “…was the best known spokesperson for African-American rights during the first 

half of the 20
th
 century” 

c. “He co-founded the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 

in 1909” 

d. Often opposed Brooker T. Washington on issues of equality for African 

Americans.  

II. John F. Kennedy 

a. Was the 35
th
 president of the United States.  

b. Beat out Richard Nixon in the 1960 presidential election.  

c. Lyndon B. Johnson was his running mate.  

d. One of the greatest impacts Kennedy had on the Civil Rights Movement was his 

submission and passing of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.  

e. He was assassinated on November 21, 1963 as well as his wife.  

III. Thurgood Marshal 

a. Studied law at Harvard University 

b. Was a “counsel to the NAACP”  

c. “In 1954, he won the Brown v. Board of Education case…”  

d. “Marshall was appointed to the Supreme Court in 1967, and served for 24 years.” 

i. Was appointed by John F. Kennedy 

e. Other major court cases he was a part of 

i. Roe v. Wade 

ii. Furman v. Georgia  

f. Made it a point to attack racial inequality in the court system.  
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g. Viewed as an equal along side Martin Luther King Jr. and Malcom X.  

IV. Chief Justice Earl Warren 

a. Was appointed chief justice of the U.S. Supreme Court  

b. Read the decision on Brown v. Board of Education.  

c. “Warren headed the investigating commission” following Kennedy’s 

assassination  

d. “In 1966, Warren handed down one of his most controversial decisions in 

Miranda v. Arizona.” 

i. Ruling resulted in a 5-to-4 split 

e. Other Cases 

i. Mapp v. Ohio 

ii. Reynolds v. Sims 

Amendments 

I. 14
th
 Amendment
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a. Added to the Constitution on July 9, 1868 

b. It granted citizenship to “all persons born or naturalized in the United States” 

i. Included former slaves recently freed 

c. Forbids states from denying any person “life, liberty, or property, without due 

process of law” or to “deny any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection 

of the laws.” 

II. 15
th
 Amendment
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a. “granted African American men the right to vote by declaring that the "right of 

citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United 

States or by any state on account of race, color, or previous condition of 

servitude." 

b. ratified on February 3, 1870 

i. Still used poll taxes, literacy tests, and other forms to keep African 

Americans from voting.  
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