
 

The Three Branches Give Their Two Cents (Unit # & Name)  

One Day   

Ms. McDavid 

American II 

Learning Target Objective(s) Instructional Materials & 

Resources 

 Students will be able to analyze the different political issues taking 

place in the United States during the Civil Rights Movement. 

 Computer and projector 

 Films on Demand video  

 Paper, markers, colored 

pencils 
 

Lesson Essential Question  

 In what ways do the decisions of government impact the 

Civil Rights Movement? 

 

Plan of Instruction 

Activity Description of Activities/Setting Purpose (Rationale) 

Pre-Lesson  

(Prior Knowledge & 
Content) 

 

   Start of class: On the board I will have 

the question, “In what ways were African 

Americans restricted around the time of 
the Civil Rights Movement?” Students will 

then come up to the board and create the 

branches off of the main question that 
contain their response to the question. We 

will then go over it as a class touching on 

each branch.  

 I will then play for them a video (about 10 

minutes) from Films on Demand called 
The Civil Rights Movement. It will cover 

from the Civil War up until WWI. 

 

 The reason I will start by 
asking a question is to 
get students thinking 
about the Civil Rights 
Movement. I will be able 
to get a look at what 
students already know 
about African Americans 
and the Civil Rights 
Movement.  

 Also playing a video for 
them will capture their 
attention hopefully. 

Acquisition / Teacher 

Input 

(Establish objectives, 

set learning 
parameters) 

 Once the Films on Demand video is over, 

students will pull out their notebooks for 

notes. Then I will lecture. We will cover 

the major political parties, Presidents, 

political terms, and amendments (The 
court cases and acts will be covered later). 

Within the lecture I will play the segments 

from The Civil Rights Movement that 
covers Brown v. Board of Education and 

the Southern Manifesto.  

 During the lecture I will initiate random 

call and response. I will also ask students 
questions that relate to prior lessons and 

recall information.  

 The purpose of lecturing is 

so that students can get a 

basis for what lead up to 

the CRM. It will allow 

students to be on the same 
playing field in terms of 

the information they are to 

know before future 
lessons. Lecturing in the 

beginning also allows more 

time for group work in 
future lessons.  



Extending & Refining 

(Guided Practice) 
 The students will then count off 1-5 and sit 

with their group. Once they are in their 

groups they will be assigned either a court 
case or an act that was significant during 

this time period. (Civil Rights Act of 1875, 

1964 & 68, Brown v. Board of Education, 

Plessy v. Ferguson, Voting Rights Act of 
1965).  

 They will be asked to research each topic 

by answering the Five Ws.  

 Once they have completed their research 

they will present to the class what they 
have found. Classmates will be asked to 

take notes because they will need them for 

their homework assignment.  

 

 The purpose of the group 

activity is so that students 

are able to be responsible 
for their own learning as 

well as teaching their 

peers. It gives me an 

opportunity to see what 
their research skills are like 

at this point in the semester 

and what needs to be 
worked on.  

 This activity will also let 

me know what their note 

taking skills are like 

because they will not be 
told what they need to have 

written down.  

Adjusting/Re-

Centering 

(Assessing student 

progress, adjustments) 

 Once the students are in their groups I will 

walk around and help guide students in 
their research. I will ask questions about 

what they have found and how they feel 

about the court case or act that was passed. 
For some groups the information learned 

during the lecture will be beneficial to 

them so I will see if they can relate the two 

activities.  

 For the presentations I will have questions 

prepared to ask them to help get them 

thinking deeper about the material and to 

help foreshadow what is to come in future 
lessons.  

 

 This period of time will be 

important to see where 
students are still struggling 

in their research and allows 

me to help scaffold them. 

Extending & Refining 

II 
(Independent practice) 

 Group work and presentations  

Closure 

(Student-driven, 
teacher directed close 

to lesson) 

 I will then have each of them write 

something new to add to the web on the 

board from the beginning of class.  

 The purpose of this closure 

is to tie up the loose ends 

and wrap up the lesson. 
Referring back to what was 

done in the beginning of 

class allows students to 

fully understand the reason 
behind what they learned.  

 



 

Key People – Events – Groups - Terms 

 Thurgood Marshal  

 Chief Justice Earl Warren 

 Populist Part 

 

 President Eisenhower 

 John F. Kennedy 

 Black Panther Party 

 

 W.E.B. Du Bois 

 Dixiecrats 

  

 

 

Concepts & Themes  

 Separate but equal 

 Equality 

 Civil Rights 

 

 Power 

 Reform 

  

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

Correlations: State Correlations: National 

NC Essential Standards 

 AH2.H.4.1 Analyze the political issues and 

conflicts that impacted the United States since 
Reconstruction and the compromises that 

resulted (e.g., Populism, Progressivism, 

working conditions and labor unrest, New 
Deal, Wilmington Race Riots, Eugenics, Civil 

Rights Movement, AntiWar protests, 

Watergate, etc.). 
 

Common Core & C3 Framework 

 (List CC standards here) 

 (List C3 D2 History standards here) 
 

 

Research Notes  & Sources (Citations) 

 List any journal articles, books, or other sources that informed the following: the lesson 

plan, assessment, teaching notes, and historical content 

This template is a modification of the North Carolina Secondary Social Studies Lesson Plan Template 

(“the six-point lesson plan” 

Assessments 

Formative Assessments 

 Call and Response 

 Throughout the lecture and group work I will be 

assessing students through questions. I will be 

able to gain more knowledge of the areas they 

are not understanding as well as being able to 
scaffold them.  

Summative assessment 

 Group presentation on major court cases or acts 

that happened around the CRM.  

 This will require students to use resources to 

show that they understand the importance of 

these cases and acts by being able to teach their 
peers.  

 

 

Lesson Vocabulary 

 14
th
, 15

th
 Amendment 

 Jim Crow Laws 

 Civil Rights Acts 

 

 Plessy v. Ferguson 

 Brown v. Board of Ed 

 Voting Rights Act of 1965 

 

 Southern Manifesto  

 De Jure 

 De Facto 

 


